A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Napoleon's reasons for acting against Spain and substituting
the rule of his brother for that of the Bourbon dynasty (which
it is true, was in the last stages of decay) have been endlessly
discussed. Certainly he would not have entered Spain had he
understood what Spanish feeling was. The root of his error
was religious: he was—like nearly all the intellects trained in
the French school of his youth—sceptical, though his profound
nature always held in reserve the power of returning to the
traditional faith, in which he devoutly died.
At any rate, in 1807, at the height of his power, he under-
estimated the national feeling of Spain and still more the fight-
ing value of that intense religious force with which Spanish
patriotism was inextricably interwoven. The Revolutionary
armies had everywhere outraged religious feeling. When
Napoleon's regiments came into Spain such outrages continued,
especially in the treatment of the monasteries. That the nation
should be clerical was enough to bring it into his contempt,
although Napoleon had had the wisdom to retain Catholicism
as the state religion in France, and had demanded the presence
and blessing of the Pope at his coronation in Notre-Dame three
years before.
On May 2, 1808, Madrid rose against the French garrison.
The revolt was barbarously suppressed, but the Spanish .spirit
proved unconquerable. Throughout the country there broke
out cruel and determined guerrilla warfare, and for the first time
since the beginning of the wars the English Government deter-
mined upon serious action by land. To support the Spanish
guerrilla troops and the remains of the Spanish regular royalist
army in the south English troops were landed. The proposition
was the more favoured because, for the first time, a body of
Napoleon's regular army had been compelled to capitulate in
the open field: on their return northward from the loot of
Cordova a large detachment of French troops were surrounded
and laid down their arms at Baylen, just south of the passage of
the Sierra Morena.
A British force of 9000 men, swollen by reinforcements to
13,000, finally growing to 16,000, was acting in Portugal by the
summer of 1808, under Sir John Moore. He proposed to march
northward towards the Pyrenees, in order to cut Napoleon's
communications. He got as far as Sahagun in that winter.
Napoleon, who had already dispersed great bodies of Spanish,
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